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|HE  PEMMCYf  VAKJIA  c^TATf 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


BOARD  OF  FISH  COMMISSIONERS 


/ 


BIENNIAL  REPORT 

For  the  Period  Ending 
MAY  31,  1924 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  STATE 
UNIVERSITY  LIBRARIES 


HARRISBURG.  PENNSYLVANIA 

1925 


LETTER   OF   TRANSMITTAL 

Hts  Excetj.ency  Governor  GiFimRD  PmewWiH 
IIarrisbiirc,  Pennsylvania.    . 

Sin  '     '     '^  '^^^^^ 

Conforming  to  the  provisions  of  Article  V,  Section  504  of  the  Ad- 
ministrative Code,  we  have  the  lionor  to  present  herewith  the  biennial 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  Board  of  Fish  Commissioners.  This 
report  covers  the  period  from  June  1,  1922  to  May  31,  1924. 

-^  Respectfully, 

BOARD  OF  FISH  COMMISSIONERS 

N.  R.  BuLLER,  Commissioner  of  Fisheries, 

John  IIamberger, 

M.  A.  Riley, 

C II arises  Reitell, 

T.  II.  Harter, 

Dan  R.  Schnabel, 

Leslie  W.  Seylar, 

Dr.  William  Mann  Irvine. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  QF  FISH  COMMISSIONERS 
FOR  BIENNIUM  ENDING  MAY  31,  1924 

The  two  major  functions  of  the  Board  of  Fish  Commissioners  are : 

1.  The  hatching?,  propagation  and  distribution  of  fish. 

2.  Protection  of  the  streams  and  waters  in  which  the  public  are 
allowed  to  fish. 

If  adeciuate  funds  are  to  be  supplied  to  carry  on  this  most  important 
work,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  fishermen  to  bend  evei^  effort  at  the 
next  session  of  the  Legislature  towards  reducing  the  age  limit  under 
the  Resident  Fisherman's  License  Law  to  sixteen  years. 

By  reducing  the  age  limit  the  following  will  result : 

1.  Completion  of  hatcheries  now  in  operation. 

2.  Additional  protection  for  the  fish  in  our  streams  and  waters. 

3.  The  construction  of  at  least  two  new  hatcheries  so  that  the  Board 
will  be  better  able  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  fishermen. 

The  chart  in  this  report  shows  the  Administrative  Organization  as 
of  June  1,  1924.  Some  branches  of  service  are  undermanned.  Any 
increases  in  the  personnel  will  have  to  be  deferred  until  additional 
funds  are  available  for  this  purpose. 

A  monthly  report  will  be  issued  in  the  near  future  giving  the  fiscal 
analysis  of  operations  at  each  hatchery,  summary  of  the  productive 
operations  and  details  of  income  and  expense  of  the  Board. 

A  brief  outline  of  present  activities  and  what  has  been  done  during 
the  last  biennium  follows : 

STATISTICS 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  tables  as  contained  in  this  report,  the 
statistical  data  compiled  by  the  Board  will  be  contained  in  the  volume 
known  as  Pennsylvania  Departmental  Statistics,  published  by  the 
State  through  the  Department  of  State  and  Finance. 


PROPAGATION 

At  the  present  time  the  Board  has  six  hatcheries  propagating  the 
different  species  of  fish.     The  locations  and  types  of  these  hatcheries 

are  as  follows: 

No.  1 

Pleasant  Mount,  Wayne  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Warm  Water  Fish  and  Trout. 


No.  2 

Erie,  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Lake  and  Warm  Water  Fish. 

No.  3 
Corry,  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Trout. 

No.  4 

Bellefonte,  Center  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Trout. 

No.  5 

Torresdale,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 
Warm  Water  Fish. 

No.  6 
Union  City,  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Warm  Water  Fish. 

The  superintendents  are  all  experienced  fish  culturists  and  are  turn- 
ing out  each  year  the  maximum  number  of  fish  with  the  facilities  at 
their  command.  The  grounds  and  buildings  are  kept  in  the  best  condi- 
tion. The  buildings,  excepting  Union  City,  are  modern  in  every  re- 
spect and  equipped  with  the  latest  appliances  for  the  hatching  of  fish. 
Construction  at  the  Union  City  Hatchery  has  been  deferred  until  a 
better  water  supply  is  available. 

The  major  hatchery  is  located  at  Pleasant  Mount,  Wayne  County, 
and  at  present  has  a  water  surface  area  of  approximately  350  acres. 
It  has  all  the  natural  facilities  and  a  large  construction  program  is* 
being  carried  on.  When  completed  practically  every  specie  of  fish  dis- 
tributed win  be  propagated  and  it  will  be  possible  to  hold  all  species, 
except  pike  perch,  until  they  are  what  is  termed  as  *  *  yearlings. ' '  The 
construction  work  at  this  hatchery  is  being  done  by  the  employes  at  a 
considerable  saving  and  is  in  charge  of  the  Superintendent. 

A  construction  program  is  also  being  carried  out  at  the  Corry 
Hatchery,  which  is  located  at  Corry,  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania.  This 
work  should  be  completed  during  the  current  year  and  will  greatly  in- 
crease the  output.  This  work  is  also  being  done  by  the  employes  at  a 
considerable  saving. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  FISH 

During  the  year  1923  the  Board  distributed  168,955,912  fish  to  the 
streams  and  waters  throughout  the  Commonwealth  in  which  the  public 


are  allowed  to  fish.     The  f ollowingf  table  shows  the  species,  age  and 
number  of  fish  distributed : 

Specie                                                ^oe  Number 

Trout    (All  species)  One  year  old  and  over  1,582,015 

BUiegill  Sunfish  One  year  old   271,090 

Catfish                .  One  year  old  and  over  145,568 

Yellow  Perch  Fry  and  adult   49,238,225 

Pike  Perch  Fry    9.460,151 

Frogs  and  Tadpoles  •  344,013 

Minnows  ^^^'^^^^ 

Bass  Adult  and  Fingerling    64.6<o 

Pickerel  Adult '^'^^ 

White  Fish  Fry    57.976,000 

Cisco  Fry 28,774,000 

Blue  Pike  Fry    20,000,000 

Gold  Fish  Adult    ^'^"^ 

^^1   168,955,912 

During  the  spring  of  1924  there  were  also  distributed  to  the  waters 
within  the  State  Forests,  1,000,000  five-month-old  brook  trout.  It  is 
Ae  intention  of  the  Board  to  continue  this  each  year  and  it  has  every 
reason  to  believe  that  within  a  short  time  the  streams  within  the  Stat# 
Forests  will  furnish  much  additional  fishing  to  the  public. 

In  order  that  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  fish  can  be  made  sev- 
eral officers  are  making  a  survey  of  the  different  streams  and  waters 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  This  work  was  started  early  this  year. 
All  waters  are  being  classified  as  to  area,  depth,  specie  of  fish,  aquatic 
life,  general  conditions,  etc.  When  the  survey  is  completed  information 
will  be  at  hand  showing  the  carrying  capacity  of  any  lake  or  stream, 
and  what  the  production  of  fish  should  be  to  adequately  stock  all 
waters.  This  information  will  be  supplied  on  maps  of  the  different 
counties  to  interested  residents  of  the  State.  Colors  will  be  used  to 
indicate  the  trout  streams  and  those  which  are  inhabited  by  bass  and 
other  species.  To  complete  the  data  for  the  sixty-seven  counties  will, 
of  course,  require  considerable  time. 

Each  month  a  report  is  prepared  showing  the  distribution  of  f.sh  in 
the  different  counties  together  with  the  names  of  the  streams,  shipping 
])oint  and  specie  of  fish.  (This  information  is  available  to  the  fisher- 
men.) The  distribution  by  county  and  specie  is  printed  in  the  Depart^ 
inental  Statistics. 

FIELD  SERVICE 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  artificial  propaga- 
tion of  fish  it  would  be  only  a  matter  of  a  few  years  before  this  valu- 
able food  supply  would  be  exhausted.    The  many  questions  which  enter 


&"!»» 


6 


into  this  branch  of  the  work  come  under  the  field  service,  and  of 
course,  are  in  direct  charge  of  the  Commissioner  of  Fisheries  and  the 
Assistant  State  Fish  Culturist.  There  are  many  problems  to  be  solved 
and  of  course  the  Board  always  bears  in  mind  that  it  must  supply  fish 
not  only  for  the  sport  of  the  angler  but  also  for  keeping  up  a  very  im- 
portant food  supply.  Practically  all  the  work  under  this  branch  of 
the  service  is  carried  on  at  the  Wayne  County  Hatchery,  which  is 
located  at  Pleasant  Mount,  and  covers  the  collection  of  fish  and  eggs, 
pond  and  stream  survey,  experimental  and  consultation  work.  The 
Board  owns  outright  several  lakes  contiguous  to  this  hatchery  which 
are  used  for  the  propagation  of  different  species  of  fish. 

For  several  years  a  great  deal  of  study  has  been  given  to  the  propa- 
gation of  the  black  bass.  During  the  year  1923  it  was  only  possible 
to  distribute  about  65,000  bass  to  the  streams  and  lakes  throughout 
the  Commonwealth  and  the  greater  part  of  this  distribution  was  for  the 
infusion  of  new  blood.  The  propagation  of  this  specie  of  fish  is  most 
difficult  and  expensive.  From  information  received  the  problem  of 
propagating  bass  of  a  suitable  size  in  large  numbers  has  not  been 
solved  by  any  of  the  States  or  the  Fnited  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries. 

The  Assistant  State  Fish  Culturist,  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Fisheries,  has  made  an  intensive  study  of  this  question 
for  several  years,  and  with  the  present  facilities  at  the  Wayne  County 
Hatehery  a  distributioii  of  at  least  500^000  bass  should  be  mw^  awrt 
season.  The  solving  of  this  problem  will  mean  much  to  the  bass  fisher- 
men in  the  Commonwealth  and  the  l^oard  has  everv  reason  to  believe 
that  each  year  will  see  many  more  bass  for  distribution. 

'^^  pijte  perch  is  practieally  the  only  specie  of  fish  wh^^  i»  dis- 
tributed in  the  fry  stage,  ^lillions  of  eggs  are  collected  from  the 
waters  under  the  control  of  the  Board,  and  eventually  it  is  hoped  t# 
increase  the  brood  supply  to  a  point  where  it  will  produce  all  the  eggs 
necessary  for  stocking  our  waters.  At  present  the  productipa  »  n^ 
equal  to  the  demand  and  the  Board  has  been  cooperating  with  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  in  the  operation  of  their  Swantott, 
Vermont  Station,  which  is  located  on  Lake  Champlain.  Last  spring 
through  this  cooperation,  78,000,000  eggs  were  received  at  a  cost  of 
$1,848.49.    This  cooperation  will  be  continued  for  some  time. 

That  the  i)Td)lie  may  be  more  familiar  with  the  field  work,  we  quote 
herewith  a  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Assistant  State  Ush  Culturist 
and  Field  Superintendent : 

TIh'  first  black  bass  located  in  Haiikiiis  Pond  whidi  were  lar^  ^on^  to 
lift  were  found  on  the  TJth  day  of  .Tnne.  The  taking  of  the  hum-  fry  con- 
tinued until  June  2ord.  at  which  time  they  had  become  too  large  to  catch  with 
the  dip  nets.  During  the  month  of  September  all  the  adult  bass  were  taken 
from  this  t)t>nd  and  brought  to  the  hatchery  ami  held  in  hitorage  until  the  new 


gateway  was  constructed.  After  the  completion  of  the  gateway  and  the  pond 
filled  with  water,  the  bass  were  returned.  In  the  fall  about  300  adult  bass 
were  shipped  from  the  Erie  Hatchery  and  placed  in  this  pond  to  replenish 
the  brood  stock. 

All  of  the  catfish  fry  caught  during  the  season  were  taken  from  Hankins 
Pond,  We  were  unable  to  locate  a  single  nest  of  eggs  or  school  of  fish  on 
Beaver  Meadow.  This  was  somewhat  of  a  disappointment  as  the  Beaver 
Mea<low  ccmtained  the  largest  catfish  in  size  of  any  of  our  storage  ponds.  After 
we  found  that  we  did  not  get  any  catfish  from  this  pond  we  set  out  to  deter- 
mine the  reason.  We  found  that  about  fifty  percent  of  the  l>rood  fish  were 
Infected  with  a  cankerous  grow^th  in  the  mouth  of  the  fish.  This  spring  the 
fish  are  in  a  much  better  condition  finding  only  about  one  out  of  every  hundred 
affected  with  the  disease. 

During  the  fall  and  early  spring  we  transferred  adult  yellow  perch  from 
Beaver  :Meadow  to  Ilankins  Pond  in  order  to  restock  as  all  the  perch  were 
removed  the  year  before  when  we  built  the  new  gateway.  With  our  work  In 
collecting  yellow  perch  eggs-  we  had  one  of  the  most  successful  years. 

When  we  were  fishing  for  yellow  perch  in  the  early  spring,  we  saved  the 
female  pike  and  took  several  million  eggs,  but  the  ice  did  not  leave  the  pond  in 
time  to  get  the  first  run  of  females.  In  May  we  sent  tw(>  men  to  Swanton. 
Vermont,  to  assist  with  the  pike  perch  work  on  Lake  Champlain.  These  men 
were  taken  from  the  hatchery  forces  as  there  were  no  field  men  available  at 
this  time.  The  eggsi  taken  and  shipped  to  us  from  Swanton.  Vermont,  were 
an  exceptionally  nice  lot  of  eggs.  The  hatchery  superintendent  told  me  they 
succeeded  in  hatching  seventy-five  percent  of  the  eggs  taken. 

During  the  year  we  took  a  number  of  adult  sunfish  from  Beaver  Meadow 
and  brought  them  to  the  hatchery  for  distribution  and  to  replenish  the  brood 
stock. 

During  the  spawning  season  we  sent  a  man  to  the  commercial  hatcheries 
where  brook  trout  eggs  were  purchastnl.  This  man  was  furnished  from  the 
hatchery  fences.  These  eggs  were  turned  over  to  the  Corry,  Bellefonte  and 
Wayne  hatcheries. 

We  purchased  500.000  eyed  rainbow  ttmtt  i^m  fr^^ni  the  Plytnontft  Rock 
Trout  Company.  Plymouth,  Massachusetts.  They  were  turned  over  to  the 
Wayne  hatchery. 

In  the  month  of  September  the  work  of  building  the  new  gateway  In 
Hankins  Pond  was  undertaken.  The  work  was ,  completed  I>efore  freezing 
weather.  This  structure  was  made  of  reinforced  concrete.  By  placing  the 
new  gateway  in  this.  p<md  it  turned  the  eighty  (sOi  acres  of  marsh  and  swamp 
into  one  of  the  best  brood  ponds  owned  by  the  Bojird.  The  Board  also  pur- 
chased for  use  in  the  field  work  two  new  sixteen  f<M)t  bateaus.  Dup'ing  the 
winter  months  the  boats,  trucks  and  e<iuipment  were  painted  and  repaired:  we 
also  built  a  storage  house  at  P»eaver  Meadow  Pond.  The  storage  house  pro- 
vided us  with  a  place  to  keep  our  etiuipment  under  cover.  During  the  late 
summer  and  fall  the  field  men  -pent  all  available  time  in  ccdlecting  aqnadc 
vegetation  from  the  nearby  lakes  and  planted  them  in  the  rearing  ponds  at 
the  hatchery. 


The  followinor  is  a  statement  showing  the  number  of  fish  and  eggs 
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taken  from  these  ponds  which  are  all  owned  by  the  Board  of  Fish 
Commissioners,  as  stated  previously  in  this  report: 

HANKINS  rOXD 

Catfish.   Fry 81.000 

Yellow  Perch,  Adult  3.500 

Yellow  Perch,  Four  Month 7,500 

Yellow  Perch  Eggs  39,620,000 

Pickerel,  Adult    3,500 

Large  Mouth  Bass,  Fry 74,000 

BEAVER   MEADOW   POND 

Yellow  Perch,  Adult 6,235 

Yellow  Perch  Eggs  43,360.000 

Pike  Perch.  Adult  110 

IMke  Perch  Eggs  4,000.000 

Sunfish,  Adult 1,604 

Catfish,  Adult    65 

MILLER   POND 
Yellow  Perch   Eggs    16,332,000 

PROTECTION 
Regulor  Wardens 

Under  the  Act  of  July  28,  1917,  P.  L.  1215,  the  Commissioner  of 
Fisheries  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Board  is  authorized  to 
appoint  sixty-five  competent  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  as  Fish 
Wardens.  At  no  time  since  the  passage  of  this  Act  have  funds  been 
available  for  the  emploj-ing  of  more  than  fourteen  regular  wardens  and 
two  enforcement  officers,  and  when  you  consider  there  are  sixty-seven 
counties  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  you  can  readily  understand  the 
great  handicap  under  which  we  have  been  working.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  important  branches  and  should  be  well-manned  in  order  to  patrol 
and  protect  stocked  streams  and  lakes  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

Owing  to  the  advent  of  the  automobile  and  good  roads  the  work  of 
an  officer  has  greatly  increased  and  the  opening  of  each  fishing  season 
finds  many  more  fishermen  on  our  streams.  A  few  years  ago  streams 
which  W'Cre  rarely  touched  are  now^  fished  continually  during  the 
season  and  owing  to  the  small  number  of  wardens,  it  has  been  necessary 
to  assign  them  to  different  districts  and  have  them  patrol  as  many 
streams  as  possible,  moving  from  one  section  to  another.  It  has  been 
found  that  the  patrolling  of  the  most  important  streams  during  the 
opening  has  a  good  effect  in  the  community  and  has  a  tenden<-y  to  keep 
down  violations.  In  addition  to  their  regular  duties,  these  men  are 
making  a  survey  of  all  the  streams  and  waters,  to  be  used  in  connection 
with  the  distribution  of  fish. 

The  amen^lment  to  the  Inland  Water  Law^  making  it  mandatory 
to  issue  permits  for  special  devices  such  as  burr  hook,  outline,  gig 


or  spear,  etc.,  has  made  it  necessary  for  the  officers  to  be  on  duty  day 
and  night  and  they  deserve  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  their  duties.  It  is  hoped  that  the  next  Legislature  will 
amend  this  law,  eliminating  the  use  of  at  least  some  of  the  devices. 
This  is  absolutely  necessary  if  w^e  are  to  keep  our  streams  stocked  with 
fish  as  it  not  possible  to  use  every  device  known  and  still  keep  the 
streams  in  fishing  condition. 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  the  ofacers  on  the  Inland  Waters,  the 
Board  maintains  on  Lake  Erie  the  tug,  Commodore  Perry,  which  patrols 
the  lake  continually  during  the  season  in  order  to  enforce  the  laws 
governing  fishing  between  the  different  States  and  the  Dominion  of 

Canada. 

Excellent  cooperation  has  been  received  from  the  Superintendent  of 
the  State  Police  and  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Game 
Commissioners.  Their  officers  made  many  arrests  and  the  Board  takes 
this  opportunity  to  thank  them  for  their  cooperation. 

The  following  statistics  show^  the  number  of  prosecutions  during  the 
last  biennium  together  with  the  charges  brought  and  the  amount  of  the 
fines.  You  will  note  that  a  total  of  863  arrests  was  made  covering 
violations  of  all  the  different  laws  and  the  fines  totaled  $20,885. 

PROSECUTIONS  FOR  VIOLATIONS  OF  THE   FISH  LAWS  JUNE  1,   1922 

TO  MAY  31,  1924 


Charge 


No. 


Fines 
Imposed 


Using  Illegal  Devices  

Residents  Fishing  Without  License  

Fishing  on  Sunday 

Possession  of  Undersize  Fish 

Fish  out  of  Season   

Non-Residents  Fishing  Without  License 

Unnaturalized   Foreign-Bom   Fishing    

Using  Special  Devices  Without  Permit 

Drawing  Oflf  Dam  Without  Permit 

Using  Explosives  for  Taking  of  Fish  

Pollution  of  Waters   

Frogs  Out  of  Season   •  •  • 

Using  Lights  for  the  Taking  of  Frogs  ............ 

Building  Fire  on  Pressque  Isle  Peninsula    ...  .  - . . 

Interference  with  Officer 


237 

170 

83 

81 


69 

38 

27 

3 

17 

8 

9 

IS 

1 

1 


$5,285 

4,075 

2,075 

1,715 

1.8S5 

1,450 

640 

485 

300 

1,500 

800 

125 

425 

25 

100 


Jail 

~li 
5 

•  • 

10 
1 
1 
6 


Total 


•  ••••••••••••••••••••••• 


•  •••«••• 


819  $20,885 


40 


Cases   Dismissed 


•  ••■•••••■•• 


44 


Total  Prosecutions 


•  ••    •••••■•■•«• 


863 


•  •  •  «  • 


Note:    In  one  or  two  Instances  defendants  were  given  an  extension  of  time 
In  which  to  pay  as  provided  by  law. 


Special  Fish  Wardem 

Under  the  same  Act   providing  for   the   appointment   of  regular 
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wardens,  the  Board  is  authorized  to  appoint  Special  Fish  Wardens, 
upon  written  application  of  a  properly  organized  fish  protective  Asso- 
ciation or  an  individual  holding  or  leasing  waters.  All  special  wardens 
appointed  under  the  authority  of  this  Act  may  exercise  the  powers  of 
their  appointment  until  the  thirty-first  day  of  May,  next  succeeding. 
These  powers  are  the  same  as  the  regular  warden,  however,  they  do  not 
receive  any  salary  or  expense,  neither  are  they  entitled  to  any  portion  of 
the  fines  covering  arrests  which  may  be  made  for  violation  of  any  of 
the  laws  governing  fishing. 

Wlien  a  request  is  received  for  the  appointment  of  a  special  fish 
warden,  the  person  designated  is  forwarded  an  application  blank  to 
be  filled  out  and  if  he  is  a  member  of  an  Association,  the  application 
must  be  presented  to  them  for  their  approval.  This  approval  is  to  be 
attached  to  the  application  blank,  setting  forth  that  the  said  applicant 
was  approved  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  club  or  association.  Un- 
doubtedly, a  great  deal  of  good  has  been  done  by  special  officers  as 
their  presence  along  streams  has  a  tendency  to  make  the  fishermen 
more  law-observing.  At  an  early  date  badges  will  be  furnished  special 
wardens  as  it  seems  to  be  the  consensus  of  opinion  that  if  an  officer  has 
a  badge  he  can  do  much  more  good  than  merely  having  a  commission 
with  him.  Up  to  June  of  this  year  492  special  fish  wardens  had  been 
appointed.  The  Board  is  always  glad  to  supply  all  necessary  informa- 
tion to  special  wardens  and  invites  correspondence  at  any  time. 

OPERATION   OF   THE   TUG— CO:\IMODORE   PERRX 

The  Board  maintains  on  Lake  Erie  the  steam  tug,  Commodore  Perry. 
This  tug  is  complete  in  every  way  and  was  put  in  commission  late  in 
the  fall  of  1920,  taking  the  place  of  the  old  Commodore  Perry  which 
was  launched  April  21,  1908.  This  boat  is  directly  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  superintendent  of  the  hatchery  at  Erie  and  has  proved 
of  great  value. 

Two  of  the  most  important  phases  of  the  work  on  Lake  Erie  is  that 
of  getting  eggs  with  which  to  supply  the  hatcheries  and  that  of  obtain- 
ing fish  for  propagation  purposes.  This  boat  is  used  in  the  collection 
of  white  fish,  eisco,  blue  pike  and  pike  perch  eggs  and  previously  it 
was  necessary  to  hire  boats  at  irregular  intervals  at  great  expense  and 
at  the  time  when  most  needed  they  were  invariably  tied  up  with  fish- 
ing contracts. 

The  Commodore  Perry  also  plies  between  Erie  and  Canada  in  fur- 
thering our  cooperative  work  with  the  Province  of  Ontario.  It  has  been 
our  custom  each  year  to  exchange  fish  and  eggs  with  the  Canadian 
authorities  and  it  is  only  through  this  cooperation  that  Pennsylvania 
can  get  some  species  it  desires.    The  crew  holds  special  warden  com- 
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missions,  as  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  patrol  the  Pennsylvania  shore 
line  which  is  some  forty-five  miles.  Many  violators  are  apprehended 
along  the  Peninsula  and  Bay  during  the  fishing  season.  It  is  also  their 
dutv  to  see  that  the  many  licensed  nets  are  being  operated  according  to 
law.  Licenses  are  issued  for  gill  and  pound  nets  to  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio  and  New  York  fishermen.  Of  course,  no  license  is  issued  to  a 
resident  of  any  State  whose  laws  prohibit  the  issuing  of  a  license  to  a 
resident  of  Pennsylvania. 

During  the  winter  months  the  crew  of  this  boat  is  used  at  the  Erie 
Hatchery,  as  at  this  time  of  the  year  the  batteries  are  filled  with  eggs 
and  day  and  night  shifts  must  be  employed.  The  boat  is  also  over- 
hauled so  that  it  will  be  in  good  condition  for  the  spring  work.  After 
the  white  fish  and  cisco  eggs  are  hatched,  the  fry  are  taken  several 
miles  into  the  Lake  where  they  are  planted  in  the  most  suitable  section. 
This  is  work  which  must  be  commenced  as  soon  as  the  eggs  start  hatch- 
ing as  it  is  impossible  to  hold  the  millions  og  young  fish  for  any  length 

of  time. 

This  boat  is  more  than  a  paying  proposition  to  the  Commonwealth 
as  it  not  only  takes  care  of  Lake  Erie  but  also  contributes  towards  the 
stocking  of  all  our  inland  waters. 

OPERATION  OF  THE  CRUISER  ANNA 

This  cruiser  has  been  used  in  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  on  the 
Delaware  River  and  for  the  collection  of  eggs  and  fish.  It  is  from  this 
station  that  most  of  the  minnows  are  shipped  to  our  inland  waters. 
Unfortunately  there  has  not  been  sufficient  funds  to  operate  thi$ 
cruiser  continually. 

RlfSTOEKT  CITIZENS  FISHING  LICENSES 

Under  the  Act  of  :May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  5.59  known  as  the  Resident 
Fish  License  Law,  the  Board  of  Fish  Commissioners  became  self-sup- 
porting. This  Art  became  eflfective  the  first  day  of  January,  1922,  and 
provid'ed  that  all  citizens  of  the  Stat«  of  Pennsylvania,  male  or  female, 
over  twenty-one  years  of  age  must  take  out  a  license  to  fish  or  angle  in 
the  waters  of  the  Commonwealth  or  in  the  waters  bounding  or  adjacent 
thereto.    This  includes  the  Delaware  River  and  Lake  Erie. 

The  licenses  are  issued  by  the  county  treasurers  and  the  Board  of 
Fish  Commissioners  upon  the  payment  of  one  dollar  for  each  license, 
together  with  the  cost  of  the  county  treasurer's  fee,   (ten  cents)   if 

secured  through  him. 

In  applying  for  a  license  the  applicant  must  give  his  or  her  name, 
residence,  occupation  and  age.  It  is  not  necessary  to  fill  out  any 
special  form  as  long  as  the  above  information  is  supplied. 
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Under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  during  the  first  year  the  Board  re- 
ceived $207,425.53  which  was  an  amount  only  sufficient  to  operate  the 
hatcheries  and  do  a  small  amount  of  construction  work. 

When  the  bill  was  originally  drawn,  the  age  limit  was  placed  at  six- 
teen years  and  passed  the  House  in  this  form ;  however,  it  was  amended 
by  the  Senate  making  the  age  limit  twenty-one  years. 

The  fishermen  realizing  that  in  order  to  receive  sufficient  funds  for 
the  proper  operation  of  the  hatcheries  and  to  take  care  of  the  exten- 
sions which  were  necessary,  had  introduced  at  the  1923  session  of  the 
Legislature,  an  amendment  to  this  bill  reducing  the  age  limit  to  six- 
teen years. 

When  it  was  introduced  there  was  some  opposition  and  an  age  limit 
of  eighteen  years  was  agreed  upon.  This  did  not  become  effective  until 
the  month  of  June.  During  that  year  the  sum  of  $219,188.48  was  re- 
ceived. It  is  estimated  that  during  the  year  1924,  $250,000  will  be 
received  under  this  law,  as  up  to  the  first  day  of  June  $159,926.60  has 
been  received. 

This  money  is  kept  in  a  fund  separate  and  apart  for  the  use  of  the 
Board  of  Fish  Commissioners  in  maintaining  its  hatcheries  and  other 
activities. 

Under  the  present  law  the  receipts  in  any  one  year  will  probabljr 
never  exceed  the  sum  of  $250,000  and  if  the  law  is  amended  at  the 
next  session  of  the  Legislature  to  sixteen  years  of  age,  no  doubt  suffi- 
cient funds  will  be  received  for  the  construction  of  additional  hatcheries 
and,  in  addition  a  certain  sum  could  be  put  aside  each  year  for  the 
purchase  of  lands  and  waters. 

Section  18  of  the  Act  provides  that  all  sums  in  excess  of  $400,000 
shall  be  used  solely  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Fish  Commis- 
sioners with  the  consent  of  the  Governor  for  the  purchase  of  lands  and 
waters,  making  the  same  available  for  use  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Commonwealth  for  fishing,  hunting  and  forest  purposes. 

Just  recently  statistics  were  compiled  covering  license  information 
in  the  various  States  of  the  Union.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  in 
only  one  State  is  the  age  limit  twenty-one  years;  in  thirteen  under 
eighteen;  in  eight  under  fifteen  and  four  have  no  age  limit.  By  re- 
ducing the  age  limit  to  sixteen  years  in  Pennsylvania  the  receipts 
should  be  increased  by  $100,000  the  first  year  and  $150,000  the  second. 


NOX-RESIDEXT  FISHERMAN'S  LICENSE  LAW 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  it  is  necessary  for  all 
non-resident  citizens,  regardless  of  age  or  sex,  to  take  out  a  license  to 
fish  or  angle  in  the  waters  of  this  Commonwealth  or  waters  bounding 
or  adjacent  thereto.     The  cost  of  this  license  is  five   ($5.00)   dollars 
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and  the  majority  are  issued  in  counties  bordering  on  the  various  States, 
and  Lake  Erie. 

Prior  to  January  1,  1922,  it  was  rather  difficult  to  enforce  this  law 
as  no  resident  fisherman's  license  was  in  effect.  During  that  year  2,768 
non-resident  fisherman's  licenses  were  issued.  In  1923  there  were 
2,931  issued  and  up  to  June,  1924,  789  were  issued.  We  feel  that  if 
the  non-resident  license  fee  was  reduced  to  $2.50,  there  would  be  many 
more  issued  as  they  object  to  paying  more  for  a  license  than  is  charged 
non-residents  coming  into  their  own  State.  New  York  State  charges 
the  non-resident  $2.50,  New  Jersey  $3.25  and  Ohio  $2.25.  In  Maryland 
certain  counties  bordering  Pennsylvania  have  a  license,  the  charge  be- 
ing $5.00. 

SPECIAL  DEVICE  PERMITS 

Probably  no  one  thing  has  done  more  towards  the  depletion  of  the 
fish  in  our  streams  and  waters  than  the  special  devices  for  which  per- 
mits are  issued.  This  law  became  effective  during  1919  and  the  catch 
has  been  averaging  approximately  500,000  pounds  of  fish  each  year. 
Permits  are  issued  free  of  charge  to  persons  holding  resident  license. 

The  special  devices  together  with  the  seasons  are  as  follows: 

Outline   Ji^Ti^  1  to  November  15 

Gig  or  Spear July  1  to  October  31 

Fish  Basket  or  Eel  Rack August  15  to  November  15 

Fyke  Net   J"ly  1  'to  November  15 

Dip  Net April  15  to  November  15 

Burr  Hook -. . .  April  15  to  January  1 

Loop  or  Snare April  15  to  January  1 

During  each  session  of  the  Legislature,  bills  have  been  introduced 
repealing  this  law,  but  without  success. 

In  Pennsylvania  it  is  not  possible  to  place  fishing  on  a  commercial 
basis  in  our  inland  waters  and  keep  the  streams  stocked.  Reports  are 
received  each  year  from  different  sections  of  the  State,  setting  forth 
that  fishing  in  certain  streams  has  been  ruined  by  the  use  of  spear  or 

gigs,  fish  baskets,  etc. 

During  January  of  1924  several  streams  were  set  aside  for  experi- 
mental purposes  and  the  use  of  any  devices  except  rods,  hooks  and 
lines  prohibited.  Reports  covering  these  streams  have  proved  very 
interesting  and  show  what  can  be  done  if  the  use  of  these  destructive 
devices  is  prohibited. 

The  Board  believes  that  every  fair-minded  fisherman  who  has  an 
interest  in  the  conservation  of  the  fish  in  our  streams  will  agree  that 
the  fishing  law  should  be  amended,  prohibiting  these  devices,  and  we 
hope  that  they  as  individuals  or  through  their  clubs  and  associations 
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will  assist  us  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  to  have  this  law 
amended. 

During  the  years  1919,  1920,  1921,  1922  and  1923  a  total  of  1,855,378 
pounds  of  fish  were  taken,  at  an  estimated  value  of  $354,265.13.  The 
above  figures  were  compiled  from  the  actual  returns  made  by  the  fisher- 
men.   This  covers  about  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  permits  issued. 

FISHING  INDUSTRY  ON  LAKE  ERIE 

Few  people  realize  the  enormous  business  carried  on  by  the  com- 
mercial fish  dealers  of  the  city  of  Erie.  The  statistics  covering  fishing 
in  Lake  Erie  for  the  last  ten  years  have  been  published  in  the  1924- 
Departmental  Statistics. 

These  fresh  water  lake  fishes  are  invaluable  as  food,  and  the  output 
from  the  port  of  Erie  is  enormous  when  one  considers  that  Pennsyl- 
vania has  onlv  fortv-five  miles  of  shore  line.  During  1923  boats 
fishing  out  of  the  port  of  Erie  took  17,611,153  pounds  of  fish,  valued 
at  $1,145,069.82. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  fish  taken  at  this  port  are  frozen  and  as 
to  frozen  fish,  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  they  are  as  wholesom©  and 
nutritious  as  fresh  fish.  They  have  a  high  food  value  and  contain  as 
much  body-building  material  as  beefsteak  and  are  as  readily  digestible. 
There  is  hardlv  a  fish  market  in  the  Commonwealth  where  these  fish 
cannot  be  purchased ;  they  are  also  distributed  to  the  large  eastern 
markets.  Notwithstanditig  the  constant  drain  on  the  fish  supply  of 
Lake  Erie,  the  fishermen  state  that  last  year  was  one  of  the  largest  in 
history  and  they  all  agree  that  this  would  not  be  possible  were  it  not  for 
the  artificial  propagation  and  constant  stocking  which  is  being  done 
on  a  large  scale  by  the  Board  of  Fish  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  the  States  of  Ohio,  New  York, 
and  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

During  the  last  two  years  the  Board  has  succeeded  ftl  getting  a  large 
supply  of  eggs  through  cooperation.  The  friendly  relations  existing 
between  this  Board  and  the  above-named  authorities  has  aided  greatly 
in  this  work. 

The  Act  governing  fishing  in  Lake  Erie  waf^  Bffieilded  in  1919  in- 
creasing the  license  fee.  From  this  source  more  than  $4,000  is  re- 
ceived each  year  from  the  issuing  of  commercial  fishing  licenses.  We 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  fee  for  licenses  should  be  increased. 

The  distribution  of  fish  in  these  waters  from  the  Erie  hatchery  dur- 
ing the  year  1923  is  as  follows : 

Yellow  Perch 6,363,000 

Blue  Pike 20,000,000 

White  Fish  57,976,000 

vylSCO    .•..••••■••.•••*>••>•••       ^Oj I "1*1, UUU 
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SHAD  SEINE  LICENSES 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  July  28,  1917,  P.  L.  1215, 
which  became  effective  January  1,  1918,  the  Board  of  Fish  Commis- 
sioners is  authorized  to  issue  a  seine  license  upon  written  application 
signed  by  the  applicant  and  upon  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  two 
($2.00)  dollars.  The  seine  license  issued  authorizes  the  licensee  to 
fish  with  licensed  seine  or  net  for  shad,  herring  or  alewife,  catfish, 
suckers,  eels  and  carp  from  the  first  day  of  ]March  to  the  twentieth  day 
of  June  of  the  same  year,  in  the  waters  of  the  Susquehanna  River  from 
McCalUs  Ferry  dam  to  the  :\Iaryland  State  line,  or  within  the  limits 
of  the  tide-water  of  any  tidal  streams  of  this  Commonwealth. 

During  the  last  biennium  315  licenses  were  issued.  The  intent  of 
these  licenses  is  for  the  taking  of  shad  in  the  Susquehanna  River  from 
McCall's  Ferry  dam  to  the  :Maryland  State  line  and  it  has  always  been 
the  custom  to  draw  up  a  statement  showing  the  value  and  number  of 
pounds  of  shad  taken  in  Bucks,  Chester,  Lancaster  and  York  Counties; 
however,  the  returns  this  year  showed  a  ver\-  small  number  of  shad 
laken.  This  is  also  true  of  the  Delaware  River,  in  this  River  insofar 
1^  Pennsylvania  is  concerned,  no  license  is  necessary  to  fish  for  shad 
except  the  regular  resident  or  non-resident  license,  of  course,  the  fisher- 
man must  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  governing  fishing  in 

the  Delaware  River.  , 

It  is  interesting  to  look  over  the  reports  covering  the  iake  of  shad 
and  see  the  vast  difference  between  the  number  of  shad  now  taken  and 
the  catch  of  1910.  During  that  year  the  catch  in  the  Delaware  River 
was  enormous.  In  the  Sus(iuehanna  River  from  :McCairs  Ferry  dam 
to  the  :^Iaryland  State  line,  the  same  portion  of  river  which  is  under 
the  present  license,  the  reported  catch  was  24,343  shad.  Of  course, 
there  were  many  returns  which  were  never  received.  The  reports  and 
observations  made  along  both  the  Delaware  and  Susquehanna  Rivers 
show  that  the  shad  is  fast  disappearing  from  Pennsylvania  waters. 
There  is  only  one  cause  for  this  and  that  is  pollution. 

The  greatest  source  of  pollution  is  oil  in  the  lower  Delaware  coming 
from  the  numerous  refineries  which  line  its  banks,  and  the  tankers  which 
enter  the  port  of  Philadelphia.  This  is  also  true  on  Chesapeake  Bay 
where  it  has  become  such  a  menace  that  the  city  of  Baltimore  is  putting 
forth  every  effort  to  devise  some  means  whereby  the  fire  hazard  can 

be  lessened. 

These  conditions  not  only  exist  in  the  Delaware  and  Susquehanna 
Rivers  but  also  in  the  rivers  of  New  York,  Connecticut,  and  other 
states  bordering  on  the  Atlantic  Coast.  There  are  one  or  two  states 
where  shad  still  enter  the  rivers  in  great  numbers  but  these  are  states 
where  stream  pollution  does  not  exist  to  any  extent. 
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The  question  of  oil  pollution  has  become  so  serious  during  the  last 
few  years  that  a  league  has  been  formed,  known  as  **The  National 
Coast  Anti-pollution  League"  and  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
strenuous  efforts  were  made  to  have  a  law  enacted  prohibiting  oil 
pollution  on  navigable  streams.  It  is  a  question  of  national  importance 
and  the  League  expects  to  formulate  plans  for  an  international  con- 
ference. 

PERMITS 

Under  the  Act  of  July  28,  1917,  P.  L.  1215,  the  Board  is  authorized 
to  issue  permits  for  the  use  of  explosives,  transferring  fish,  drawing 
dams,  scientific  purposes,  etc.  During  the  biennium  ending  May  31, 
1924,  326  permits  were  issued.  This  included  the  permits  for  the  As- 
sistant State  Fish  Culturist  and  for  the  Superintendents  of  the  hatch- 
eries  for  the  taking  of  fish  at  any  time  of  the  year. 

During  the  last  biennium  many  fish  were  transferred  which  had 
been  stranded  during  high  and  low  water.  It  will  be  noted  there  were 
many  permits  issued  for  the  drawing  of  dams ;  these  were  mainly  for 
cleaning  and  repairing.  These  permits  provide  that  the  permittee  will 
be  held  responsible  for  any  violation  of  the  fish  law,  and  in  order  to 
avoid  any  complications,  the  permits  now  provide  that  in  drawing  off 
waters,  it  should  be  done  in  such  manner  that  the  fish  will  follow  out 
into  the  stream  with  the  flow  of  water. 

Unfortunately,  there  are  many  people  who  are  not  aware  of  the  fact 
that  a  permit  must  be  secured  for  this  purpose  and  go  ahead  without 
making  inquiry,  therefore,  subjecting  themselves  to  a  penalty  of  $100. 

Wlien  permits  of  this  character  are  issued,  the  Board  notifies  its 
officer  in  the  locality  in  which  the  dam  is  located  so  he  can  get  in  touch 
with  the  owner,  making  arrangements  to  be  present  when  the  dam  m 
drawn.  For  the  information  of  those  owning  dams,  we  quote  herewith 
section  91  of  the  above-mentioned  Act : 

No  person  o^^Tiing,  leasing,  or  maintaining  a  dam,  holding 
back  water  inhabited  by  fish,  shall  draw  off  such  waters  with- 
out first  applying  for  written  permission  from  the  Board  of 
Fish  Commissioners;  nor  shall  any  such  person  obstruct  the 
flow  of  water  through  any  such  dam,  without  allowing  suffi- 
cient water,  at  all  times,  to  flow  in  the  natural  stream  on 
which  such  dam  is  located,  to  enable  the  fish  to  live.  Any  per- 
.  son  violating  the  provisions  of  this  section  is  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor, and,  on  conviction  as  provided  in  Article  13  of  this 
Act,  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  dollars 
for  each  offense. 


17 


PERMITS  ISSUED  JUNE  1,  1922  TO  MAT  .31,  1924 

I'se  of  Explosives  39 

Transfer  of  Fish  to  otlier  suitable  waters 45 

Taking:  fish  for  scientific  purposes  43 

Closing  fishway  on  account  of  low  water 2 

Taking  fish  for  propagating  purposes  16 

Drawing  off  dams  or  other  waters  160 

Taking  bait  fish  from  private  waters 21 

Total   326 

COMMERCIAL  FISH  HATCHERIES 

As  provided  by  Article  VIII  of  the  Act  of  July  28,  1917,  P.  L.  1215, 
several  commercial  hatchery  licenses  were  issued  to  persons  in  various 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  license  fee  is  ten  ($10)  dollars  which 
holds  good  for  the  year  in  which  it  is  issued,  and  entitles  the  com- 
mercial fish  grower  to  ship  fish  artificially  reared  to  purchasers  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year ;  provided  that  each  shipment  is  accompanied  by  an 
invoice  showing  the  number  of  the  hatchery  and  the  number  and  weight 
of  the  fish.    This  invoice  holds  good  for  six  (6)  days. 

The  business  of  artificially  propagating  fish  for  the  market  is  meet- 
ing with  approval  and  the  Board  of  Fish  Commissioners  cannot  urge 
too  strongly  the  importance  of  establishing  additional  commercial 
hatcheries.  It  is  a  prosperous  enterprise  as  will  be  seen  by  the  report 
for  the  year  1923  which  is  given  herewith.  There  has  been  little  change 
in  the  number  of  these  hatcheries  for  several  years. 

The  majority  of  the  fish  raised  by  the  commercial  hatcheries  are  for 
market,  although  many  thousands  are  distributed  to  private  clubs  and 
individuals  for  stocking  private  waters.  They  are  practically  all  trout 
hatcheries  as  no  one  seems  willing  to  undertake  the  propagation  of  the 
spinv  fishes  for  commercial  purposes.  As  it  is  a  much  more  difficult 
and  Expensive  proposition,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  commercial  hatch- 
eries will  ever  be  established  in  Pennsylvania  for  this  purpose.  Ap- 
plications for  commercial  hatcheries  are  made  on  blanks  which  are 
furnished  upon  request.  Before  any  license  is  issued  an  inspection  is 
made  of  the  property  to  see  that  it  comes  within  the  intent  of  the  law. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Commercial  Hatcheries  together  with  the 
species  of  fish  propagated.  Prices  will  be  gladly  f urakhed  M  the 
owners  upon  inquiry. 

COMMERCIAL  FISH  HATCHERIES  IN  PEXN6YLVANTA 


Paradise  Brook  Trout  (%mipaii.v. 
Henry vi lie.  Monroe  County,  Pa. 

L.  F.  Grammes  &  Sons, 
Lehitrh  County,  Allentown,  Pa. 


Trout 
Trout 
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Crystal  Sprhig  Brook  Trout  Co.. 
Port  Allejrany.  MeKean  Comity.  Pa. 

Aiide  W.  Peoples,  New  Providence. 
Lancaster  County,  l*a. 

Brook  Trout  Company  of  Penn  Forest, 
Maueli  Chunk,  Carbon  County,  Pa. 

General  Henry  C.  Trexler, 
Allentown,  I.ehisli  County.  Pa. 

William  Kaul.  St.  Marys.  Elk  Co.,  Pa. 

Robert  R.  Welsh.  Keating  Sununit, 
Potter  County,  Pa. 

Geortre  G.  Hoh.  Johnsonburg, 
Elk  County.  Pa. 

Red  Water  Fish  Assofiati<m,  Harford 
Susquehanna  C(»..  Pa.     Letter  to  E.  E. 
Wilmarth.  Sec.  Kingsley,  Pa. 

O.  J.  Freeman.  Coudersport,  Potter  Co. 

♦Georia:e  W.  Line,  Carlisle, 
Cumberland  County.  Pa. 

TABLE  OF  OPERATIONS 
COMMERCIAL   FISH   HAT(^HER1ES   IN 


Trout 

Black  Bass— Bluedll 
Sunfish— Gold  Fish 


Trout 

Trout 
Trout 

Trout 

Trout — Sunfish 

CatfisU— Pickerel 

Trout 

Trout 

OF 

NNS^LTANIA— 102a 


Kind  of  Fish 


Number    |    Pounds 


Eu'^s 


Value 


Brook  Trout,  Market 

Brook  Trout.  Live  mature 
Brook  Trout,  Advanced  fry 
Brook  Trout,  Green  E.u:ixs  . 
Bro<»k  Trout,  Eyed  E.^gs  . . 

Black  Bass 

Gold  Fish    

Sunfish   

Brow  n  Trout    

RainlMiw  Trout    


00.104 
l('.0,07r>     I 
55.(HK» 


25J20D 


1.0S5 

2,7sn 

4.tM)0 

60.000 


10.102.000 
2(;.717.151 


$29,257.54 

27,307.07 

275.00 

7.502.00 

83.5(58.05 

05.03 

155.50 

422.50 

3,000.0a 


Total  ................     I     374,040     I     25,2m»     1     36,000,151     j  $101.705. (» 


PURITY  OF  WATERS 

The  pollution  of  streams  is  one  of  the  greatest  problems  confronting 
the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  today,  not  only  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  conservation  of  fish  but  also  the  health  of  its  citizens. 

Under  the  laws  prior  to  June,  1923,  the  pollution  of  streams  came 
under  the  Board  of  Fish  Commissioners,  the  Department  of  Health, 
and  in  the  matter  of  culm,  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Waters. 
One  of  the  greatest  steps  toward  the  purification  of  the  waters  within 
the  ( Vimmonwealth  was  the  provision  in  the  Administrative  Code  for 
a  Sanitary  Water  Board.  Under  the  reorganization  of  the  State 
Government,  the  powers  heretofore  vested  in  the  three  administrative 
oronps  cited  above,  now  rest  with  the  Sanitary  Water  Board.     This 
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Board  is  composed  of  the  Secretary  of  Health,  the  Secretary  of  Forests 
and  Waters,  the  Attorney  General,  the  Commissioner  of  Fisheries  and 
the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Service  Commission.  The  Department  of 
Health  is  the  enforcing  agent. 

The  Sanitary  Water  Board  has  inaugurated  a  comprehensive  sys- 
tem for  the  prevention  and  control  of  stream  pollution,  embodj'ing 
field  study  and  classification  of  the  w^aters  of  the  Commonwealth. 
That  classification  takes  into  consideration  those  streams  not  now  con- 
taminated, and  for  their  continued  freedom  from  pollution  definite 
and  positive  steps  have  been  taken.  For  another  class  of  streams  in 
which  some  pollution  has  occurred  the  program  will  be  strictly  fol- 
lowed to  compel  cessation.  There  are  other  waters  which  have  been 
given  over  to  mine  and  other  wastes  which  will  be  the  subject  of  a 
careful  investigation  with  a  view  to  applying  such  preventive  methods 
as  will  at  the  same  time  not  seriously  handicap  the  industrial  life  of 
the  State  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  the  citizens  so  largely  depends. 


CLOSED  STREAMS 

At  one  of  the  first  meetings  of  the  present  Board  of  Fish  Commis- 
sioners the  question  of  the  closing  of  streams  was  taken  up  and  it  was 
decided  that  it  should  be  the  policy  of  the  Board  to  refuse  to  close  any 
streams  or  waters  to  fishing  excepting  those  wholly  within  the  confines 
of  a  game  refuge,  the  limits  of  a  public  park  or  within  a  borough  or 
city  for  exhibition  purposes. 

^lany  fishermen  have  the  idea  that  better  fishing  would  be  provided 
if  some  of  the  small  tributary  streams  were  closed  for  a  period  of 
several  years.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  is  a  mistake  as  it  is  a 
w^ell-known  fact  that  little  fishing  is  provided  through  natural  propa- 
gation and  more  can  be  done  by  stocking  the  streams  each  year.  For 
the  Board  to  close  additional  streams  woidd  not  be  good  policy  as  the 
fisherman  is  confronted  with  closed  streams  owned  by  private  clubs 
and  individuals  and  also  streams  and  waters  on  lands  which  are  posted 
prohibiting  trespassing  and  fishing.  The  cpiestion  must  be  looked 
at  as  a  state-wide  proposition  and  not  a  local  one. 

Each  week  during  the  fishing  season  many  letters  are  received  from 
fishermen  making  inquiry  as  to  their  rights  on  closed  waters.  Under 
the  tresjiass  law,  land  owners  have  the  right  to  post  their  pro]ierty 
and  there  is  nothing  which  this  Board  can  do  to  assist  the  fishornien. 
We  have  alwavs  felt  that  if  the  fishermen  could  get  in  touch  with  the 
land  owner  he  no  doubt  could  work  out  some  way  whereby  he  would 
be  allowed  to  fish  and  in  return  he  could  protect  the  latter 's  property. 
As  long  as  this  law  remains  upon  the  statutes,  nothing  can  be  done  to 
prohibit  the  posting  of  property. 
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There  are  thousands  of  miles  of  good  streams  and  waters  which  are 
now  available  for  fishing  but  it  has  been  the  tendency  during  the  last 
few  years  for  individuals  to  buy  up  especially  good  territory  and  if 
money  were  available  the  Board  of  Fish  Commissioners  could  pur- 
chase these  properties  and  under  the  law  would  have  the  preference. 
If  the  age  limit  under  the  resident  fisherman's  license  is  reduced  to 
sixteen  years  we  believe  sufficient  funds  '^nll  be  at  hand  for  this  pur- 
chase. 

The  question  is  often  asked  whether  prosecution  can  be  brought 
if  the  fisherman  remains  in  the  stream  at  all  times.  To  our  knowledge, 
one  or  two  cases  have  been  tried  out  in  court  in  which  the  fisherman 
waded  the  stream  and  did  not  trespass  upon  the  bank  at  any  time. 
These  cases  were  lost. 

In  almost  every  instance  where  streams  are  posted  it  will  be  found 
upon  investigation  that  the  stream  is  included  in  the  deed  to  the  prop- 
erty' and  the  courts  have  ruled  that  you  cannot  take  a  man's  property 
away  without  the  process  of  law.  It  is  true  that  he  does  not  control 
the  water  but  he  has  a  right  to  post  his  property  and  prohibit  any 
trespassing  thereon,  and  of  course  where  the  land  under  the  stream 
is  included  in  the  deed,  we  have  found  there  is  notliing  which  can 
be  done. 

RESOLUTION  ADOPTED  BY  THE  WATER  AND  POWEB  EE- 
SOURCES  BOARD  WHICH  IS  OF  IMPORTANCE 

TO  THE  FISHERMEN 

At  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  Water  and  Power  Resources  Board, 
the  Commissioner  of  Fisheries  had  a  resolution  introduced  providing 
that  all  permits  granted  in  the  future  for  dam  construction  covering 
the  impounding  of  waters  for  water  power  and  manufacturing  pur* 
poses  shall  contain  in  addition  to  other  conditions,  the  following: 

That  the  permittee  further  agrees  to  permit  holders 
of  fishing  licenses,  issued  under  and  by  authority  of  the 
Board  of  Fish  Commissioners  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  fish  in  waters  impounded  by  reason  of 
the  construction  of  the  dam  herein  authorized  at  all  times 
during  the  open  season  in  accordance  with  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  may  be  promulgated  from  time  to  time 
by  the  permittee,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Fish 
Commissioners,  providing  further  that  such  holders  of 
fishing  licenses  shall  comply  with  all  the  laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  relative  to  the  taking  of  fish 
from  streams  and  bodies  of  water  wholly  or  partly  within 
or  forming  part  of  the  boundary  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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This  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Board  at  its  meeting  held 
August  21,  1923,  and  from  that  date  all  dams  constructed  for  the 
purposes  above  stated,  will  be  open  to  fishing  under  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  may  be  promulgated  by  the  permittee  with  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Fish  Commissioners.  This  does  not  apply  to  dams 
constructed    for   impounding   waters   for    domestic   purposes. 

The  adoption  of  this  resolution  will  open  to  fishing  when  completed, 
the  Wilsonville  Dam  located  in  Wayne  and  Pike  Counties  which  covers 
from  seven  to  eight  thousand  acres,  making  it  the  largest  body  of  water 
within   the   Commonwealth. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

We  submit  herewith  the  financial  statement  for  the  biennium  from 
June  1,  1922  to  May  31,  1924.  This  shows  a  balance  of  $218,608.07 
at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  period.  It  is  not  possible  to  budget  this  amount 
to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  period  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  would  include 
the  receipts  under  the  resident  fisherman's  license  from  January  to 
June,  the  end  of  the  biennium.  It  is  during  these  months  in  every 
year  that  the  largest  part  of  the  license  money  is  taken  in  and  pro- 
vision must  be  made  to  operate  during  the  balance  of  the  year  when 
little  or  no  money  is  received. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
June  1,  1922  to  May  31,  1924 

BMfwes  June  i,  1922  ^„ 

General  appropriations  ( 1921-1923 )    |-gi^\* ; '^^^ 

Resident  Fisli  License  Fund  • \  000  00 

Resident  Fisli  License  Fund,  Special  Advancement 5 7'>->".30 

Fish  rropajjation  Fund •  •  •  •  • :  * '  •.;j,r^' "  *  I 

Fish  Propai-ation  Fund.  Advancement  Account  Mechanit^  irust  ^  ^^^  ^..^ 

Comi>any,   Harrisburg,  Pa - 

,  ,         ^    .,,.^  $98,915.50 

Total  Balances  June  1,  1922 

Collections  June  1,  W22  to  May  31,  192^ 

Resident  Fish  License  Fund   ....,...•♦••..-♦♦•••     ^^^f^'^ 

Fish  Propagation   Fund » . • •  •  D4.ib».&o       ^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

I 

Total $587,402.02 

Expenditures  June  U  1922  to  May  31,  1924 

General   Appropriations    (1921-1923)    Jur^^^Ji^ 

Resident  Fish  License  Fund   V--  i^V  im» 

Resident  Fish  License  Fund.     Sliec.  Adv -o,ouii.ou 

Fish  Pro|)agatiou  Fund— Advancement  Account—- 

Mechanics  Trust  Company,  Harris4mrg,  Pa.  l''»*^-^^    $.308,422.72 

$219,039.90 

Balance   
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Less— $4:n.S3  amount   lapsilile— General    Appropriations    (1!)21- 

1923)  This  amount  reverted  to  tlie  Treasury  June  1,  1023  $431.83 

Actual  Balance  June  1,  1924  $218,008.07 

Balances  Itemhed 

Resident  Fish  License  Fund   $ir>8.71(;.!)2 

Fish  Propagation  Fund    59,8!  >1 .  15 

Total  $218,608.07 

COLLECTIONS 

ItESIDENT  FISH  LICENSE  FUND 

June  1,  1922  to  May  31,  1924 

Resident  Mshm{f  Liven ses  Issued: 

Office — Board  of  Fish  Commissioners   $lt».39S.36 

Fish   Wardens    1(>,S57.0() 

County  Treasurers   •♦•,*•.,♦»♦,.♦♦ .,,^     387,729. 5<i 

$423,984.86 

r  meb ••••*»•••»«##  ^«#«•r|(i ,  ^  »fc«,%*^»,^*  4,866 .  00 

interest   ........»« ••*••♦«•...,,•»•»,,  5,505 . 69 

umer  ooui ces  •••••♦»••••»••##»««,,,,,,,,,,,,,,«,,,,,,,,,,,,  21 . 72 

j.oid.1    ••••••#•••.....•##%##»««,«#,,...,»,,»,,,,,,,.....,.,     $434,0(8.27 

FISH  PROPAGATION  FUND 
June  1,  1922  to  May  31,  1924 

Ktm-ReHdent  Fishmu  Licenses  Lssued: 

Board  of  Fish  Commissioners  and  War^MS  ,u«»».       $0,330.46 

County  Treasurers ,^^,r*^» # *r** i       21,675.00 

— ^ —      $28,005.46 

Commercial  Hatchery  Licenses   ...,,*,.♦..,,....,«.«,,....,,,  240.00 

Shad  Seine  Licenses «.»♦*•♦#.»•*,»•,*»,,.,♦•«...  566.40 

Lake  Erie  Fishing  Licenses  ..•.,,..,.....•♦,,,......,.,.....  8,<yr2.00 

XllLtrXcoL      •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  .  •  •  •  ..  ••••#••#•##■  #^  #  It  (-^  ###...  ..«##.#.  ■'.,4  I  CJ  •  %ti) 

J.OLttX    •  «  •••########•##  431  V  •.••••••••.#■  mm  •^4  •  •  •  •  •  #.•»•#••(  .  •  •  ^04|X00  •  OO 

EXPENDITURES 
June  1,  1922  to  May  31,  1924 

(General  Appropriations  1921-11^23) 

Hatching,  Propagating,  etc $25.00 

Counsel  Fees  and  Court  Expenst*s   618.00 

C<mtingent  Expenses,  Postage,  etc 1,453.21 

Oi)erating  "Commodore  l»erry"   69.83 

Purchase  of  land  and  water  supplies 359.00 

Total $2,525.04 

FISH  PROPAGATION  FUND 
Advancement  Account 

Field   Work $492. 17 

Hatching  and  Propagating 557 .  87 

Buildings,  Ponds,  Extensions,  etc 294.59 
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RESIDENT  FISH  LICENSE  FUND 

Salary  of  Commissioner $9,000.00 

Salaries  Office  Employees   28,004.75 

Hatching,  Propagating  etc 147,754.77 

Commissioner's    Expenses,    Salary    and    Expense®    of    Chauffeur, 

Upkeep  of  Automobile,  etc 12,602.35 

Counsel  Fees  and  Court  Expenses   341 .  22 

Salaries  and  Expenses  of  Wardens 64,526.41 

Contingent  Expenses,  Postage,  Telephone  and  Telegraph 3,676.19 

Operating  Tug  "Commodore  Perry".     On  Lake  Erie  14,464.38 

Operating  "Cruiser  Anna"  277.60 

Purchase  of  I>and  and  Water  Supplies' 887.50 

Field  Work 34,617.49 

Buildings,  Ponds,  Extensions,  etc 32,413.87 

Printing,  Bhiding,  etc 15,964.80 

Unexpended  Balance — Resident  Fisli  License  Fund  Special  Ad- 
vancement Account,  Mechanics  Trust  Co.,  Harrisburg, 
Pa.     Transferred  to  Resident  BMsh  License  Fund,  8tate 

Treasury  I  >epartment   21 .  72 

Total ,,,#,,,#»«»«,»•,.«•»»••.••••»••♦••.     $o64,.)t».> .  05 

PUBLIC  INFORIMATION 

Up  to  #e  present  time  funds  have  not  been  available  for  an  exten- 
sive educational  and  publicity  campaign;  however,  the  Board  has 
been  represented  at  moetinjrs  of  the  diflferent  associations  throughout 
tte  Commonwealth  so  that  members  could  be  informed  as  to  just 
what  was  being  done.  Much  interesting  data  dealing  with  all  phases 
of  the  work  has  also  been  issued  through  the  press. 

During  the  next  biennium  if  the  funds  are  available  the  Board 
intends  to  put  on  an  educational  campaign  concerning  the  propagation 
of  fishes,  its  advancement  during  the  last  few  years,  the  need  for  propa- 
elation  of  fish,  and  what  the  fisherman  can  do  through  their  cooperation 
with  the  Board  of  Fish  Commissioners;  also  articles  showing  the  value 
of  our  aquatic  resources  and  the  need  for  increasing  the  food  supply. 


